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ten months before, was still in excellent condition. Every
attempt, we we're told, had been made to discover the reason for
this failure, which is common to all meat south of the Equator
the services of experts from Europe had been requisitioned, the
method, the meat, the salt, and the water had all been carefully
examined, but so far without result.
The city of Buenos Aires itself, of which the docks have
already been described, is simply a glorified port for this trade,
and for the produce of a wealthy hinterland.   The old part of
the town, in which all business is transacted and which most
impresses itself on the memory, is a labyrinth, or rather chess-
board, of terribly narrow streets.   The thoroughfares are at
right angles, and the houses, which are in regular blocks, are
all precisely similar in appearance;  nothing, therefore, but an
exact knowledge of the names and orders of the numerous streets
as they lie in each direction of the chess-board can enable a
stranger to find his way.   The same street extends for miles, and
he who forgets the number of his destination may as well give
up the search.   So narrow are these thoroughfares that two
persons can only just pass on the pavement, and there is imminent
danger of being pushed under the trams which run within fifteen
inches of the curb.   Traffic is only allowed in one direction.
In a town which has never been walled, and where space was
no object, such a state of things is surprising ; the original con-
struction is said to have been due to the desire to obtain a
maximum of shade, and any alteration now is of course fraught
with much difficulty.   Great efforts are, however, being made to
render the Argentine capital worthy of its wealth and position.
An imposing avenue, with the House of Congress at one end, has
been cleared at great cost.   The itfore recent portion of the
town boasts good squares and parks, for the network of streets
is but the hub of a huge and quickly growing city.   Under-
ground railways are being constructed, but so rapid is the ex-
tension of Buenos Aires that it is said they will only relieve the
traffic for eleven years.   The general impression of a bustling sea
port with a southern element recalls Marseilles, but it has not
the same .beauty of situation.   Buenos Aires has been called " a
travesty of Paris," but perhaps the most correct.de-
which styles it rt:a mixture of Paris and New

